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NEW HAMPSHIRE NUMISM.TICS 

JOHN DAVENPORT and his MERCHANT SCRIP 

Jolm Davenport ,1752-1842 was the youngest of 22 children bom to James Davenport 
of Boston. His father died when John was 6. Mary Walker of Portsmouth, john's mother 
was James' third wife. Young John probably went to live with some of his mother's 
relatives in Portsmouth after his father died as he was there by the mid 1760's . Local 
merchant George Meserve was agent for the distributing of stamps for the British. Led by 
Sons of Liberty John Davenport, Thomas Manning, and George Gains to the home of 
Meserve loose-knit rabble intimidated Meserve and coerced him into relinquishing liis 
stamp master's commission which was displayed on a sword as the crowd marched 
through the streets led by the rebellious trio> It was erected on a pole with a sign 
preoclaiming "Liberty, Property, and no Stamp." Davenport served in a field artilleiy 
company and it seems likely that he participated in the raid on Fort William and Mary in 
1774 

Davenport operated a goldsmith and jewelry business for over twenty years, first on 
Water St., then on Queen St., and finally at No. 6 Buck St at the corner of Aik S t. A 
small ell was added to the house for his silversmith business. He and his brother-in-law 
partner specialized in silver, shoe buckles. Unfortunately the demand for these was 
dropping off and to prov ide more income he opened a tavern (as his hither had done). 

The tavern provided board and lodging for guests, stabling for their horses, and a good 
selection of liquors.In February 1795 the establishment was renamed the Ark Tavern for 
the adjacent Aik Street and it was adorned with a sign showing a picture of Noah's Ark 
■It was popular with people attending the General Court and was a frequent meeting place 
for Masonic activities. John was Grand Treasurer for New Hampshire 1813-16, and was 
Master of the local St. John"s Lodge 1815-16. Die place burned Dec. 22, 1813 

Davenport moved the tavern to Daniel St. temporarily and a few months later 
opened the new Masons Arms , which was also popular. John was elected to the General 
Court for 1820-21 

Plates for the 50 cent scrip note were engraved by James Ailcens indicated in tiny 
letteis below "New Hampshire" He came from Pliiladelpia to Salem, Mass, in 1804 and 
since private scrip was outlawed by NH General Court in 1805 it is likely that the notes 
wete prepared in 1804 or early 1805 and issue was shortlived or perhaps prevented by 
the new law. 

Congratulations to Kevin Lafond on the outstanding research on this subject and the 
excellent article in a recent issue of "Paper Money" magazine which provided information 
above. 



Davenport's fifty cent scrip note. The engraver's imprint “J. Aiken Sculp. “ is located near the ‘New Hampshire" scroll. 
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NHNA 35TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
COIN SHOW IN CONCORD APRIL 18 



New Hampshire Numismatic Association will 
celebrateits 35 th anniversary with a coin show April 18 
in Bektash Temple, 189 Pembroke Road, Concord, 

N. H. from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. . There will be about 30 
bourse tables with dealers selling coins, stamps and 
collectibles. We expect to have new wooden nickels 
as well as some of the 25th anniversary and earlier 
issues for sale 

A President's Trophy for Best in Show and 
placques for best exhibit in each of the following 
classes should attract some interesting exhibits of U. S. 
Coins, Foreign Coins, Paper Money, and Exonumia 
( tokens, medals,, etc). Exhibnit cases are available in 
two sizes: 22 x28 inches and 2 inches deep or 24 x 36 
inches and 6 inches deep. There are also stamp exhibit 
frames available for paper money etc. which hold 16 
pages 9 x 12 inches. 

. Entries should be made with Robert I Wester, 

608 Alton Woods, Concord, N. H. 03301, Tel. 603 
-225-7467..Pleasedo your part to make this an out- 
standing show by exhibiting some of yoiur prized 
collections 
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HAVE YOU SUBMITTED DESIGN FOR 
A N. H. COMMEMORATIVE QUARTER? 

Submitted designs will be judged at the 35th 
Anniversary N.H.N.A. Conventiion April 18 at 
Bektash Temple, 189 Pembrioke Road., Concoird. 
Submit entries to Robert Fritch, Box 3003, Nashua, 
N. H. 03061. A prize will be awarded the winner. 

Criteria for the design include the following: 
Designs shall maintain a dignity befitting the Nation's 
coinage. Designs shall have broad appeal to the 
citizens of the state and avoid controversial subjects 
or symbols that are likely to offend. Suitable subject 
matter for design concepts include State landmarks, 
(natural or manmadeO, landscapes, historically sig- 
nificant buildings, symbols of State resources or 
industries., official State flora or fauna. State icons, , 
and outlines of the State. State flags and State seals 
are not considered suitable for designs. No portrait 
of a person, living or dead should be included, and 
no inscriptions should be included. 

# * * * * * # sfc * $ * 

N. H. N. A. DUES ARE A BARGAIN 


Bourse Chairman Kenneth Fancher, 416 
Chestnut St., Manchester, NB. H. 03101 will reserve 
8 ft bourse tables at $40. with back uptable. or two 
comer tables with one backup for $70. His phone 
number is 603-622- 9132. The Bektash Temple has 
provewd to be a popular place with both dealers and 
collectors who attended Tri-state Exghibitions there., 
the last three years. There is plenty of tree parking and 
no steps to enter the building. It is located just offRt. 106 
about 1 1/2 miles siuth of Rt 9 and Steeplegate Mall 
A map is available from Fancher, Wester, or General 
Chairman, Robert Fritsch, Box 3003, Nashua, N. EL 
03061. 

Hoping to see you April 18 at Bektash Temple! 

NUMISMATIC CALENDAR 


Annual dues of only $4 are a bargain compared 
to most other clubs. Three isues of Nonagon bring you 
many interesting articles, updates on town anniversary 
issues, numismatic events calendar, and more.. Many 
of our members are Life Members which is an ev en 
greater bargain at $50. or if you arte over 65 years old 
only $25 will make you a Life Member. 

If you are not a life member your label shows what 
year your dues are or were due. 98 on your label means 
you owe $4 for 1998' . 97 means you owe for 1997 and 1 
1998, a total of $8. . Anyone owing more than two years 
is usually dropped from mailing list. Please send your dues 
to Sam Men, Box 1655, Dover, N. H. 03820 Better 
still send Sam money for a Life Membership. If you have 
any question about your standing let Sam know as he has 
had some problems with his computer. Thanks. 

sti************ 


Apr. 18, NHNA 35th Anniversary Show, 9 AM- 4PM 
at Bektash Temple, 189 Pembroke Road, Concord,NH 

) 

Apr. 19, May 17, etc. Third Sunday Show. Holiday 
Inn, 9 N. Eastern Blvd,, Exit 4, Nashua, N. H. 

Oct. 17, Tri=State Exhibition, Bektash Temple. 

1 89 Pembroke Road, Concord, N. H. 


HELP WANTED 

Your editor greatly appreciates contributions firm 
Sam Men, Kevin Lafond, Bob Fritch Bob Wester and 
others who have providedmaterial for the Nonagon. 

. Material related to New Hampshire Numismatics is 
especially appreciated. Send to Wayne S. Rich 
11 South St., Concord, N. H. 03301. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE'S BADGE MAKERS - Sam Allen, LM-100 

In the last NONAGON, I gave a short history of the Ehrmann Manufacturing Co. of 
Milford, NH, who produced a large number of novelty, advertising and celebration items. 
However two other "jobbers" also had their small impact on many of the collectibles we 
find today. 

J.P. KELLEY. CONCORD. N..H 

The key to success in any business hinges on the ability to predict and react to market 
changes or customer needs. Mr. Kelley proved that he was adept at these strategies as his 
business constantly evolved based on his growing trade in celebration items and souvenirs. 
A review of the Concord business directories shows that in 1872, John P. Kelley's worked 
as a cabinet maker and in 1879 he worked for the Ballou and Curtis Company as an organ 
maker. The first listing for his business is found in 1880 when he was listed as a "Job 
Printer", residing at 20 Spring St. In 1881 he moved the business to 55 South Spring St.. 
In 1906 his business was advertised as a "Book and Job Printer" and listed "Badges for 
All Occasions". Seven years later in 1913, he had expanded his services to include "Rubber 
Stamps", "Fireworks" and billed himself as an "Auctioneer's Clerk". In 1917 he had 
expanded to include a "Variety Store". Mr. Kelley issued a number of Old Home Day and 
anniversary items during the early 1900's and his maker's mark can usually be found on 
back papers and ribbon folds. Mr. Kelley's wife was listed as a widow in 1922. 

EMILE E. MARQUIS. NASHUA. N.H. 

Mr. Marquis owned and operated the Marquis Press in Nashua and catered almost 
exclusively to the franco-american residents of that city. His business started in 1894 and 
ran until the 1940's. In addition to his printing business, Mr. Marquis published a french 
journal called "Le Progres", available in town for 50 cents and $1.00 to Canada. Back 
papers in several Nashua items feature Mr. Marquis's business, however close examination 
shows that many were produced by the Boston Badge Co.. It is suspected that Marquis 
furnished the copy for the badges, but did not manufacture them himself. 

N.H TOWN MEDAL UPDATE 

Some varieties of the N.H. American Legion convention medals issued in Dover (1948) 
for the 325th and in Nashua (1953) for the 100th have been documented as follows and 
should be added to your checklists: 

Dover, 1948, 325th - Star shaped Legion medal with blue enamel center and Legion logo. 

Same but with Auxiliary seal and blue and white enamel. 

Nashua, 1953, 100th - Legion medal with blue enamel logo. 

Legion medal with blue enamel logo and 40/8 added below. 

Legion medal with blue and white enamel and Auxiliary logo. 
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ADVERT IS xXG 

Advertising is accepted, for the 
Nonagon at the following rates* 

Full page ad $20*00 

Half page ad 012*00 

One fourth page $7,00 
Same ad may be included in three 
consecutive issues. Sept* Jan. 

and April for two and a half times 
the single rate. Copy for the ads 
(camera ready) may be submitted to .. 
Wayne S. Rich, 11 South St., Concord, 
M. H, 03301 by Jan. 1, April 1, or 
Sept. 1 with chock for payment made 
out to sf H H A. 

Our thanks to those favoring us ' 
with ads* “lease mention Nonagon when 
responding to ads. Thanks* Those who 
support New Hampshire Numismatic Assn, 
with their ads deserve £our business. 


MEMBER OF 

NEW HAMPSHIRE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 



FUEL TIME COIN DEALER SINCE 1941 


RILLA WHITENECK PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS FOR 

HAROLD WHITENECK BANKS-E STATES 


CONCORD COINS 

COURT COIN COMPANY 
FULL TIME COIN DEALER SINCE 1941 
OLD COINS BOUGHT AND SOLO 


5 SOUTH STATE STREET 

A. N.A.C.N.A. CONCORD. NH 03301 

B. N.S. M.N.A. N.E.N.A. (603) 224-9337 




c 








AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC.,, 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • 800-458-4646 


In NH: 569-5095 • FAX. 


• www.bowersandmerena.com 


Simply the Best! 


-Auctions by Bowers and 
dollars or several million 
price! Your coins will be 


When the time comes for you to sell, you deserve the best- 
Merena. Whether your collection is worth several thousand 
dollars, we can realize for you the highest possible market 
showcased to our worldwide mailing list in our Grand 
Format™ catalogue, prepared under the personal supervi- 
sion of Q. David Bowers. All you have to do is telephone 
us and we will do the rest. 

AN UNSURPASSED RECORD OF SUCCESS! 

♦ Auction Records: It is a matter of fact that of the three 
largest collections of U.S. coins ever sold at auction, all 
three were handled by Bowers and Merena-the $44.9 
million Eliasberg Collection of U.S. Coins, the $25 
million Garrett Collection, and the $20 million Norweb 
Collection. Of the top ten world’s record auction prices 
for a U.S.coin, we hold seven. 

♦ Financial Integrity: Our financial integrity, performance, 
and ethical manner of doing business is unsurpassed by 
any other firm. Over the years we have sold hundreds of 
millions of dollars’ worth of coins for well over 42,000 
collectors, dealers, museums, institutions and agencies, 
with every payment made prompdy and in full. 

♦ Awards: While we are never content to rest on our 
laurels, it is worthy of mention that Bowers and Merena 
has received more awards from the Numismatic Liter- 
ary Guild, the Professional Numismatists Guild, and 
the American Numismatic Association for its cata- 
logues, books, and other publications than have all of 
our auction competitors combined. 

When you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful rare coin 
auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our success be your success, too! Call 
Q. David Bowers (our Chairman and Director of Auctions) or Raymond N. Merena 
(President) today at 1-8004584646 to include your coins, sets or important individual 
pieces in our magnificent 1998 auction program. Just by picking up the phone, you will 
be on your way to receiving a generous check! 


TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL U.S. COINS 
SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION 

1. 1804 Draped Bust $1 $1,815,000 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena 

2. 1913 Liberty 5« 1,485,000 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena 

3. 1804 Draped Bust $1 990,000 

Rarcoa 

4. 1913 Liberty 5C 962,500 

Stack’s 

5. 1885 Trade $1 907,500 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena 

6. 1907 Ultra-High Relief $20 825,000 

Sotheby’s 

7. 1787 Brasher Doubloon 725,000 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena 

8. 1822 Capped Head $5 687,500 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena 

9. 1870-S Indian Head $3 687,500 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena 

10. 1861 Coronet, Paquet $20 660,000 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena 
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Now available... 


The Official Manchester, 

NH 

1 1 50th Anniversary Medal 

“A Limited Edition: perfect to give or to 

collect" 

I • Proof bronze 

.$15.00 

I • Proof .999 silver 

.$25.00 

I • Proof gold select on .999 silver . . . 

.$35.00 



Licensed design with numbered certificates. 
Register for future offerings. 


BOB’S COINS 669-7775 

378 Kelley Street • W. Manchester 



<Bruce < Breton 

is BUYING 

CHOICE & RARE U.S. COINS 

NEW HAMPSHIRE'S FINEST COIN & JEWELRY SHOP 



I am buying premium quality PCGS or NGC coins especially 
MS65 & higher (Sight seen only) Also buying defrect free 
original circulated coins (value over $100. ea) especially 
key dates and rarities. Can handle any size transaction. 

I specialize in coins so I can pay more than anyone. 

Get your best price then come to me and I'll work hard 
to beat your best offer. Full time dealer for 14 years. 

• Bullion Gold & Silver * Complete Jewelry Dept. 

• Coin Supplies • Appraisals 

• Authorized submission center for PCGS & NGC 

BRUCE BRETON & CO. 

AMHERST STREET MALL • 427 AMHERST ST. • NASHUA. NH 03063 


Buying MS 6 3-67 


• Commems 

’ Morgan $ 

• Peace $ 

• Walkers 

• Type coins 
BU & Proof 

• Rare Gold 


Store Hours; 

Mon-Fri 9:30-5 
Sat 9:30-3 

603-882-2050 


Member: ANA (20 yrs), FUN, ICTA, PCGS, NGC, Life member NHNA & MNA 


